the captains departed and left a vacuum filled with the
usual bitter bickerings of Armageddon^ heirs-at-law;
and Caspey returned to his native land a total losss
sociologically speaking^ with a definite disinclination
toward labor, honest or otherwise, and two honorable
wounds incurred in a razor-hedged crap game. But
return he did,, to his father's querulous satisfaction and
Elnora's and Isom9s admiration^ and he now sat In the
kitchen, telling them about the war,

"I don^t take nothin* fum no white folks no mo*," he
was saying- "War done changed all dat. If us cullud
folks is good enough ter save France fum de Germanss
den us is good enough ter have de same rights de
Germans is, French folks thinks sos anyhow, and ef
America don% dey^s ways of learnin9 ?untw Yes, suh,
it wuz de cullud soldier saved France and America
bofe* Black regiments kilt mo9 Germans dan all de white
armies put together, let %ne unloadin9 steamboats all
day long fer a dollar a day."

"War ain9t hurt dat big mouf o5 yo^n, anyhow,"
Simon said*

"War unloosed de black man5s mouf/5 Caspey cor-
rected. "Give him de right to talk. Kill Germans, den
do yos orating dey tole us. Well, us done it*"

"How many you kilt, Unc* Caspey?" Isom asked
deferentially*

"I ain*t never bothered to count 5um up. Been times
I kilt mo5 in one mawnin* dan dey?s folks on dis whole
place. One time we wuz down in de cellar of a steamboat
tied up to de bank,, and one of dese submareems come
up and stopped^ and all de white officers run tip on de
bank and hidl Us "boys downstairs didn't know dey wuz
anything wrong 5twell folks started clambin* down de
ladder. We never had no guns wid us at de time, so
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